
       
SDRSP
BOARD MEETING
Holiday Inn, Sioux Falls 
Monday, May 5, 2025
7:30 p.m.
 
Minutes of the Meeting
 
Board Members Present: President, Cathy Anderson; President Elect, Vicki Sterling; Past President, Jacque Sly; Vice- President, Rhonda Preller; Treasurer, Myron Fuerst; Secretary, Carm Tobin; Legislation, Bob & Sharon Rose; Membership, Anita Manning; Executive Director, Gerri Larson
 
Board Member Absent:
Community/Health, Diane Odland 

President Cathy Anderson called the Board meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. at the Downtown Holiday Inn in Sioux Falls.

Welcome: President Anderson welcomed the State Board members to the “Hats Off to You” 2025 Convention. She shared that she was very enthusiastic about the upcoming two days! 

Secretary’s Report: Copies of the Secretary’s Report were passed out to the Board. The report included minutes from the July 17th, 2024 Board meeting, held at 11:00 a.m. at the Pizza Ranch in Fort Pierre.  Corrections were requested but none were found at this time. Jacque Sly made a motion to accept the minutes. Rhonda Preller seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed. The July 17th, 2024 minutes stand as approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer, Myron Fuerst, carefully explained his report which was minutely detailed and color-coded. He had tracked financial activity from July 1, 2024 through April 14, 2025. On September 23, 2024 an audit of the SDRSP account was held with Myron Fuerst, Cathy Anderson and Mary Ann Hofer conducting this process.  Following much discussion, it was suggested, by several Board members, that we carry over the past year budget for the upcoming year. Myron’s 2025 treasury report is on file and stands as correct. 

Community/Health Services:
Committee head, Diane Odland was not able to attend this evening meeting. She will share her report during the Wednesday morning Business Meeting on May 7th. 

Membership: Anita Manning, Membership Committee head, shared a NEW rubric she had created. She reported that she  has been working diligently to clean up the address list that is used to mail out SDRSP Newsletters. She strongly feels that the 3 Year Policy needs to be amended and revamped. This topic was tabled until a future Board Meeting. 


Legislation: Bob and Sharon Rose shared their 2025 Educational Legislative Review.  Their report outlined twelve (12) educational bills that were brought before State Legislation during the 2025 session. Six bills passed, five failed and one was withdrawn. A few of the highlights: South Dakota Retirees will receive a 1.71% cost of living raise in July 2025. Healthcare and Education will receive a 1.25% increase. There will be a reduced contribution by the state to subsidize dual credits with colleges. Students 16 years old and older can withdraw from school with their parents written consent.


Newsletter: Acting Committee Chair, Jacque Sly, continues to fill this important role as a  volunteer has not stepped up. Jacque feels it is such an essential tool for communication that she is willing to temporarily continue these duties. Once again, Borns Group, Inc, from Watertown was contracted to print and mail our SDRSP newsletters. We had two mailings which included September 4, 2024 and April 1,  2025. The cost of printing the two newsletters was $2788.20.
There were approximately 775 copies of the newsletter mailed. A November 2024 Special Edition newsletter was sent via email to all members. Due to the unfortunate fact that the April newsletter was not received by a large majority of our members, Jacque plans to relocate the printing/mailing of future communications to a Rapid City business. 

Executive Director Report:
Executive Director Gerri Larson began her report by sharing that the past year has been very quiet and uneventful. There have been no new Grants or big projects at this time. Mini- Grants are being completed with funds used for recruitment. A postcard will be distributed at the “Hats Off to You” Convention on Wednesday morning. This postcard is designed to recruit new unit members. The postcards were printed with leftover funds in collaboration with AARP.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Summer Board Meeting: The Board shall meet on Wednesday, July 30th at 11:00 at the Pizza Ranch in Fort Pierre. 

August Leadership Meetings:
President Cathy will send out an email after final dates, times and locations have been determined.

Educators’ Rising Support:
The SDRSP Board discussed donating a $750 scholarship every year to Educators’ Rising. The money ($750) to generate this scholarship would come from the interest of our Horace Mann account. Sharon Rose stated this was an excellent use of our money. Sharon moved that the scholarship should start now in 2025 and continue year after year. Rhonda Preller seconded this motion. It passed with 100% consent from the Board. The next step is to bring this motion to the convention attendees at the Wednesday, May 7th Business Meeting for a final vote. 






NEW BUSINESS:

2026 Convention Location:
President Anderson announced that the next convention will be held in Pierre on Monday, May 4th through Wednesday, May 6th. Cathy is thinking that the theme may be patriotic in honor of America’s 250th Birthday. 

Adjournment:There being no further business, Bob Rose made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Anita Manning seconded his motion. Motion carried. The SDRSP Board Meeting was adjourned at
9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Carm Tobin
SDRSP Secretary 

